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"Buffalo Gals" is an American folk tune with a meandering history: Originally published in 1844, it 
was titled "Lubly Fan" - dialect for Lovely Fanny - and beckoned a young woman to come out and dance. 
Although credited to the blackface minstrel John Hodges, it was probably adapted from other songs and 
moved easily between published versions and folk tunes learned by ear. The lyrics may have been inspired 
by an English singing game "Pray, Pretty Miss" while the tune is reminiscent of a German music hall song. 
Versions of"Buffalo Gals" may have existed in oral tradition long before it was performed on minstrel 
stages; the song was known as "Round Town Gals" or "Round Town Girls" in Virginia and West Virginia. 
It's also been suggested the song originated in one of the seamier sections of 19th century Buffalo, NY. 
Adjacent to the Erie Canal ran "the wickedest street in the world" where Lake Erie sailors, canal workers, 
lowlifes, and "ladies" of a certain reputation frequented the city's many waterfront dive bars. 
The words were frequently localized as the popular song moved about the United States with traveling 
minstrel troupes: "Charleston Gals;' "Bowery Gals;' "New York Gals;· and "Philadelphia Gals:' By 1848, 
"Buffalo Gals" had become the preferred version. 
In honor and celebration of the ongoing resurgence here in Buffalo, NY we present BUFFALO GALS! 
Buffalo gals won't you come out tonight? 
Come out tonight, come out tonight. 
Buffalo gals won't you come out tonight? 
And dance by the light of the moon. 
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